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Stamping, Shouting and Singing Home

by Lisa Evans

Stamping, Shouting and Singing Home was commissioned and first performed by Watford Palace
Theatre-in-Education Company in 1986.

The play is set in 1950s America and Lizzie and her family are still experiencing the everyday
injustices reserved for black Americans in the Deep South. However, the world is on the brink of
change and Lizzie’s older sister MARGUERITE decides to fight back. In this speech, she
describes for her mother and Lizzie what happens when she tries to eat in a café usually reserved
for white people.

MARGUERITE: I didn’t plan on staying out late Mama. It was light when I went in. It was real
crowded but only a few folks sitting outside at them pretty tables on the sidewalk. So I went and
sat there too. Folks were staring like I come from Mars or someplace. You think my skin green
not brown. But I didn’t take notice. I sat at the table and waited for the waitress. Pretty soon she
come out and took an order from the table next to mine. Then she goes back inside. Through the
glass I could see white folks nudging and laughing at me, and the waitress talking to the manager.
She come out with the order for the next table. This time I say, ‘Excuse me Miss.’ But she act
like I wasn’t there. No voice. No sound. But I heard my voice. And I heard it again when next she
pass and I say, very polite, ‘I’d like a cup of coffee, please.” I ask three more times but she carries
on acting like I’m invisible. Then it come on to rain. But I sat on. I sat on while it got dark and
they turned up the lights inside. And folks came and went and had coffee and cake and talked and
laughed together. And I sat on. Pretending I didn’t care. They weren’t going to drive me away.
Flood could have come and I’d have stayed, sitting in the dark, rain on the window panes,
running down my back till I didn’t rightly know if I was turned to stone. Some cars hooted as
they drove off, laughing and yelling foul words. But I sat on. I had a right to be sitting there. I had
a right to be served coffee just like they did. So I sat on. Then they closed up, put out the lights. I
got up and come home.
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