
Welcome to Boardwalk

We are pleased to reintroduce our 
newsletter, and invite you to browse 
through for the latest news and coming 
events for Driftwood Players.

Annual General Meeting
We had a very successful Annual 
General Meeting on January 24, 2013. 
Members were entertained by Gabriel 
Ryan, Christopher Collie, Bethany Shortt, 
and Hana Short from Driftwood’s theatre 

school, and Radhika 
Samwald , Car r ie 
Zadrazil and Deanna 
Proach f rom our 
S t o r y T h e a t r e 
troupe.

T h e B o a r d o f 
Directors remains 
e s s e n t i a l l y 
unchanged, but we 

s a i d f a r e w e l l t o 
Mardell Vestad, and have welcomed 
Francesca Ryan and Carrie Zadrazil as 
members at large.

President:! ! Sandi McGinnis
Vice President:! Jeanne Hage
Secretary:! ! Maggie Penhallow
Treasurer:! ! Bill Forst!
Members at Large:  Linda McTurk
! ! ! Mary Adams
! ! ! Ruby Davis
! ! ! Francesca Ryan
! ! ! Carrie Zadrazil

No Ordinary Seance, Audition Call !

For our Spring production we are trying 
something a little different for Driftwood; a 
murder mystery dinner theatre event. 
Linda Norris has offered to write and 
direct for us, and is working on her script, 
No Ordinary Seance.
The plan is to run the show at various 
restaurant venues through the month of 
May.

The Cast:
•   One male, to play mid 50s
•    Three females to play mid 40s to 

50
•    One female to play mid 30s
•    One male to play mid 30s
•    Two males to play 40s to 50
•    One male to play late 50s to 60s
•    Narrator

Open audition:
Saturday, February 23, 2013

11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Heritage Playhouse,

662 North Road, Gibsons BC

Players are invited to bring a prepared 
passage, or be prepared to read from a 

passage provided.

If you are unable to attend at this time, or 
for further information, please call Linda 

Norris at 604-886-8840
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Directing for Dummies
March 2 ..... 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
March 3 .....    1:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

March 10 (optional) ..... 1:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
St. Bart’s Hall, Gibsons

This three-day workshop  is designed for 
theatre buffs who have always wanted to 
try their hand at directing, but felt they 
lacked the necessary skills to take on a 
project.

Bob  Hunt and Ingrid Bilton, both 
respected Theatre Arts instructors and 
accomplished directors, have fashioned a 
beginner’s workshop that focuses on the 
ABC’s of Directing. “We want to take the 
mystery out of directing,” Bilton says, 
“ a n d t o i n s t i l l e n t h u s i a s m a n d 
confidence.” Bob Hunt wants everyone to 
know that this is an activity-based 
workshop: “Students will be participating 
in a wide variety of valuable directing 
e x e r c i s e s w h i l e l e a r n i n g s o m e 
fundamental and utter ly  pract ical 
routines.”

Topics covered include: Factors to 
Consider in Selecting a Play, Creating a 
Director’s Script, Establishing a Team 
Atmosphere, the Director’s Role: Dictator 
or Collaborator, the Director/Stage 
Manager Relationship, Approaches to the 
Audition, Blocking the Play, the Director’s 
Toolkit: Creating Strong Performances, 
Troubleshooting, Managing a Tech 
Rehearsal, Almost Home: The Dress 
Rehearsal, The Run Has Begun: Now 
What?!

Following the initial weekend, students 
will have the opportunity on Sunday, 

March 10 to work “hands-on” as a 
director under the mentorship  of our two 
instructors. Those who participate in the 
March 10th session will be asked to 
bring: a scene of their own choosing, 
sufficient copies of the scene for actors, 
and a carefully selected cast of actors. 
(Some local actors will be on hand if 
casting is not complete at the outset of 
the final day’s activities). A showcase of 
these directing projects will cap  off the 
afternoon.

Admission to the “Directing for Dummies” 
workshop  is by donation, (although a 
minimum of $35/person is needed to 
cover the cost of the Hall rental)

For further information, contact Sandi 
McGinnis at (604) 886-0143, or E-mail 
registrar.dts@uniserve.com

Future Stage Productions

You can see how busy we are, and long 
term planning often takes a back seat. 
That said, we are expecting to produce a 
full scale stage theatre play in the Fall, 
and we are still hoping to have a musical 
theatre production in Spring of 2014, with 
“Oliver” still in discussion.
Your help, whether it be onstage, 
backstage or on the Board or committees 
is always of great value to us. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us to join in this 
satisfying and rewarding work
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Story Theatre

We're happy to welcome the 2013 Story 
Theatre season to the Sunshine Coast! 
The creativity and volunteerism on the 
Coast continues to inspire.
If you're interested in being involved in 
community public theatre, we'd love to 
have you! We perform mostly outdoors 
and dur ing the summer. Ac tors , 
musicians, and stage crew are all needed 
and welcome. Rehearsals will run 
b e t w e e n M a y a n d J u n e , w i t h 
performances being scheduled from late 
June to early  September. While it is a 
long season, maintaining fun and 
flexibility for the troupe is the bottom line.

The season will kick off with a free two-
day workshop, to be held April 27th and 
28th. Please contact Radhika Samwald at 
radhikabowering@hotmail.com if you'd 
like to register, or if you have any 
questions about the upcoming season.

Driftwood Theatre School

Driftwood Theatre School welcomes John 
Conway as instructor for Adult Drama for 
the Spring 2013 season. The renowned 
actor, director and producer (last seen as 
Drosselmeyer in the sold-out run of The 
N u t c r a c k e r ) b r i n g s d e c a d e s o f 
experience, coupled with an infectious 
energy and love of performing that is sure 
to inspire students.

“Discovering Theatre”, for the 10 to 12 
years olds is taught by popular retired 
drama teacher, Ingrid Bilton, who directed 
Driftwood’s “Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever” and “Our Town”. The fun and 
enthusiasm of Tracy Lloyd continues this 
semester with Creative Drama for 8 to 10 
year olds.

Drop-ins are still welcome for any of the 
sessions, and may contact Sandi 
McGinnis at registrar.dts@uniserve.com.

Play Reading
Driftwood held our first of a planned 
series of play readings on February 7 at 
Christienson Village with a reading of 
Peter Shaffer’s “Black Comedy”. It was a 
great experience for some of our 
members and friends to have an informal 
theatrical experience with the additional 
benefit of entertaining the “Village’s 
residents. Watch for the next reading 
event later in this Spring.
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